Where the Texts Lead Us
Rethinking the Textual Approach to Buddhist Studies: Issues and
Methodologies
(EBHI BN DILZHE ; RS & 515

Multidisciplinary Symposium at the University of California, Santa
Barbara

Organized by the Japanese research group on “International perspectives on interdisciplinary
research on Japanese Buddhism” (%2388 & O A5 7= B ARAZ O EREAOAFZE) (JSPS
Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A)).

Co-organized by UC Santa Barbara Shinto Studies Chair and UC Santa Barbara Buddhist
Studies Program.

Co-sponsored by the Department of East Asian Languages and Cultural Studies and the
Department of Religious Studies, the East Asia Center, and the Interdisciplinary Humanities
Center at UC Santa Barbara.

Participants: Okubo Rydshun (Waseda University), Minowa Kenryo (Tokyo University),
Sonehara Satoshi (Tohoku University), Jose Cabezon (UCSB), Fabio Rambelli (UCSB),
Dominic Steavu (UCSB)

Date: November 15, 2015
Location: McCune Conference Room, Humanities and Social Studies Building 6F, UC
Santa Barbara.

Presentations and discussions will be made in Japanese and in English.

Schedule
9:30 Coftee
10:00 Opening addresses by Okubo Rydshun K/Aff E% and Fabio Rambelli
10:10-11:00 Minowa Kenryd 13 5t H ARIZE 1T 2 EARDOFmAE R “Manuscript
copies of Japanese materials regarding doctrinal debates from the thirteenth century”
11:00-11:50 Sonehara Satoshi H AITHAAZ & [REG#E]
“Early modern Japanese Buddhism and the Taiseikyd”
11:50-13:20 Lunch Break
13:20-14:10 Dominic Steavu (tentative title) “The Adept as Object: On the Conflation



between Practitioner and Ritual Implement in Chinese Buddhism” &/ & L CO{&
THE—PEILZIZ BT 2E1TH SALRO—KIZ >N T

14:10-15:00 Jose Cabezon (tentative Title) “Degrees of Theoretical Sophistication in
the Indigenous Treatment of Gender in the Indian Buddhist Textual Corpus” - >
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15:00-15:30 Coffee Break

15:30-16:20 Fabio Rambelli (tentative Title) “Where the Texts Take Us: Three
Examples of Interpretation of Japanese Buddhist Sources in a Semiotic Perspective”
GO T ~—FLF i e BRI K D B AR(LEE B O IR 0O = =45

16:20-17:10  Okubo Rydshun #JH] H AR B IR 545 T O F AW R -E—RFfH
#i % H0MZ—— Some Basic Rroblems in Early Japanese Tendai : Theories about

Time
17:20-18:00 Discussion.

Contact: Fabio Rambelli  rambelli@eastasian.ucsb.edu



mailto:rambelli@eastasian.ucsb.edu

Where the Texts Lead Us

Textual Studies Graduate Student Workshops

University of California, Santa Barbara

Friday, November 14, 2015, 9:30am — 5:30pm

IHC Research Seminar Room, Humanities and Social Studies Building
(HSSB) 6F Room 6056

(DKikuchi Hiroki 291 4#f The Hijiri and Kingship in Aristocrats’ Diaries:
Reading the Gyokuyé AF HFIZHA LI (OUY) & FiE— [EHE] 25
fr— 9:30am — 11:30am

@Uejima Susumu £ % Hand-sealed Oaths: Materials Related to the
Peacock Sutra Ritual FHItdFE—fLERERIFRCE— 1pm — 3pm
@Yoshida Kazuhiko F5H—= Reading Doji's Hagiographies in Kaifusé

and Shoku Nihongi 18 %4/x Z i de—[EEEEE ] & [ B Akt )— 3:30pm
— 5:30pm



Symposium Abstracts
Jose Cabezon (tentative Title) "Degrees of Theoretical Sophistication in the Indigenous

Treatment of Gender in the Indian Buddhist Textual Corpus"

Some Indian Buddhist texts (Pali and Sanskrit works) posit what it means to be male,
female and neuter stipulatively with little second-order reasoning for their views. A few
works do provide this second-order reflection. However, the most sophisticated
theoretical treatment of gender in Buddhist literature occurs in the Abhidharma corpus. 1
will explore these various degrees of "theoreticality” in various genres of Indian
Buddhist texts.

Fabio Rambelli (tentative Title) “Where the Texts Take Us: Three Examples of
Interpretation of Japanese Buddhist Sources in a Semiotic Perspective”

This paper is an exploration of interpretive possibilities of texts that problematize
denotative meaning, original context, and alternative contextualization. I will explore
three instances based on increasing interpretive interventions: (i) definitions of the
primordial god in Buddho-Shinto texts, (i1) semiotic models in Shingon hemeneutics,
and (ii1) investigations on “love” in Buddhist sources.

Dominic Steavu (tentative title) “The Adept as Object: On the Conflation between

Practitioner and Ritual Implement in Chinese Buddhism”

On the basis of esoteric ritual manuals from the medieval period, this presentation will
examine how Buddhists identified with the ritual objects they used and, in some cases,
became those very objects. The cosmograph and incense burner are two among the
implements considered. The role of touch as a catalyst in overcoming the ontological

barrier between practitioner (subject) and tool (object) will also be examined.



